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March 12, 2010

Fatal Madison Avenue Car Accident Investigation Concluded

The Albany Police Department, with the assistance of the New York State Police, has completed its accident reconstruction investigation and internal investigation of the fatal car accident last that occurred last August in which a police car responding to an emergency struck a car broadside killing the passenger.  

On August 14, 2009, just before midnight police received a call for a panic alarm at 75 New Scotland Avenue.  Three patrol units responded to the call.  All three were traveling eastbound on Madison Avenue.  
The first two patrol cars traveled through the intersection of Madison Avenue and Quail Street.  The third patrol car, which was behind the other two and driven by Officer Christopher Orth, approached the intersection.  As he traveled through the intersection he collided with a 1992 Honda Civic which was traveling southbound on Quail Street.  
A passenger in that car, Jamar McGill, 20, was critically injured in the accident.  He was taken to Albany Medical Center where he was pronounced dead of massive internal injuries.  The driver of the car, Melissa Escobar, 23, was not injured in the accident.  

Officer Orth was transported to Albany Medical Center and treated for cuts and abrasions.  He was released later that morning.  

The New York State Police were called in to conduct the accident reconstruction.  Their findings, which were provided in a report completed by the Troop G Collision Reconstruction Unit, determined the following:

·  At approximately 12:02 AM on August 15 Officer Orth was traveling eastbound on Madison Avenue under emergency operations with his lights and sirens activated.  

·  As he approached the intersection of Madison Avenue and Quail Street he decelerated the patrol car and then accelerated prior to impact with the Honda Civic.  The traffic light on Madison Avenue was red when he entered the intersection.    
·  The Honda Civic was traveling southbound on Quail Street when it proceeded through a green light at Madison Avenue.  The Civic was broadsided on the passenger side by Officer Orth’s patrol car.  

·  The accident reconstruction concluded that Officer Orth’s patrol car was traveling approximately 46 miles per hour at impact.  Melissa Escobar’s vehicle was traveling at approximately 22 miles per hour at impact.  

·  Jamar McGill’s internal injuries were determined to have been caused by the accident.  He was wearing his seat belt at the time of impact.  
·  Several witnesses interviewed told investigators that all three patrol cars responding to the call had their emergency lights and sirens activated as they traveled on Madison Avenue.  

·  The report concluded that the primary cause of the collision was Failure To Yield To An Emergency Vehicle on the part of Melissa Escobar with the secondary contributing factor of Failure To Drive With Reasonable Care For All Persons Using The Highway on the part of Officer Orth.  

Any conduct by the officers involved in the incident or subsequent discipline will not be discussed as per New York State Article 5 Rights of Privacy Law.    
Officer Orth is currently on regular duty. 
